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Few takers for

Sipal’s plan

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA m
NEW DELHI

he State Examination

Boards may have agreed to
declare Class XII results by June
10 to allow engineering aspi-
rants to take the newly
announced two-tier entrance
test but except four State
Governments none other has

expressed its interest for HRD ., ‘
Minister Kapil Sibal’s ‘one- . .

nation, one-test” proposal.

The States were supposed
to respond to the Centre by
June 30, however, till now only
one State — West Bengal has
agreed, which, interestingly,
initially had boyeotted. Gujarat,
Haryana an?cMaharasthra
Governments had announced
their participation in CET at
the initial stage itself.

The HRD Ministry has thus
again dispatched memoran-
dums to the State Governments,
In case the States do not agree
to CET, the aspirants in respec-
tive States would have to take
another entrance test to be con-
ducted by that State for entry
into a technical institute of that
particular State/UT.

This means, through
his/her performance in the
CET, a;student from Uttar
Pradesh can seek admission in
an institute in Madhya Pradesh

also or vice versa, subjected to '
condition- of domicile. But if
both the States are not part of

the CET then the candidates
besides taking JEE-2013 will
have to appear also in the en%i-
neering entrance conducted by
UP or MP State boards.
“It is for them to respond.
We have sent a reminder and
expect them to respond to our
requests within a month which
ill help the bodies (adminis-
trative, academic and logjstics)
involved in the task to conduct
JEE-2013. It is good for the stu-

Fa

A 2013 &
dents of the States who will have
to face one test to have a choice
for multiple institutes rather
than face multiple tests. The State
Governments have to compre-
hend that this is for the better-
ment of their students and there
isno vested interest of Centre in
the process,” said the official.
The single entrance format
says that it would be open to the
States and even other partici-
pating institutions to use the
results of JEE and to adopt the
same pattern gg adr}x;xai:siog.
riate weightage has to be
ggn“gr State Board results, nor-
malised on the basis of percentile
formula which would not be less
than 40 per cent (and could go

-even up to 100 per cent) and the

JEE scores for the Main Test (The
Advance Test score could also be
added if the institute so wishes
like the CFTIs),

The medium of question
will also be as per the partici-
pating State’s request, in addition
to Hindi and English. The HRD
Ministry has meanwhile agreed
to the demand of representations
of the participating States in the
Academic Bedy to be constitut-
ed for the JEE-Main test by CBSE
in an appropriate manner.

During the State Education
Ministers’ Conference early
this month, the representatives
of several States had expressed
resentment over CET.

Page 10of 1



Business Line, ND 30/06/2012
P-8

I(I)T's back to
coaching

e new norms for admission to the
IITs and other central engineering
colleges, expected to come into

force from next year, are an exer-
cise'in obfuscation. The May 28 notification
had proposed a common entrance examin-
ation for IITs and other institutes, taking the
. results of the Class 12 exam into consideration.
However, to call the exam ‘common’ is a bit of
a misnomer. Rather than move towards one
exam, like, say the UPSC, and base the selec- -
tion on ranks, what we are seeing is a situation
where the candidates give one exam but are
assessed in different ways to determine
whether they will enter the IITs or the other
institutes. It cannot be more absurd. The IITs
had all along opposed a common exam, fearing
the loss of their control over selection, and
thereby their distinctive identity. They did not
want the Class 12 results to influence the ad-
mission process. Now, they seem to have got
what they wanted ~ of fully being able fo con-
trol the selection process despite a so-called
common exam for all institutes. This has been
made possible through # recent order that
raises the number of candidates that are eligi-
ble to write the -

JEE (advanced), PIITs may he

theexamtobead- ~ +
ministered by the centres of

HTsafterthecan- @Xcellence’, but
didates go that is no

through an elimi- reason to stall
nation round

called JEE(main). the move for a
By raising the cCcOmMmon

number of candi- i
dates that should admission exam

be cleared in the with other

JEE (main) .to central colleges,
15(!,0&0, ~the many of which
weightage given

tothe Class 12 ex- are top notch as
am would have Well.

implicitly been diluted and the JEE (main)

+ reduced perhaps to a farce. So, after much
sound and fury, nothing much is likely to.;
change. The coaching classes would thrive as
always, preparing students for the JEE (ad-

. .vanced), just as they do for ITT-JEE. .

The government should not have back- .
tracked on its May 28 order, which was right -

" on two grounds: Having a common exam by
which all candidates and institutions can be*
judged and giving due pride of place to the
Class 12 exam. At present, students focus on
the entrance exams rather than their higher
secondary exam, and attend any number of
coaching classes, some of which have acquired
a dubious renown for being able to ‘crack’ the
IIT-JEE paper. Besides privileging the well-
to-do student over an economically deprived
one, this has led to selection of students of
uncertain quality. The IITs may be ‘centres of
excellence’, but surely their candidates can be
picked from an exam common to other central
colleges, many of which are regarded as top
notch. They should work together with other

-institutes to evolve a more robust JEE, and not
look down upon them.

True, the school-leaving exam is known to
promote rote learning over conceptual under- -
standing. If the IITs feel that a weight of 40-50
per cent for the school-leaving exam is exces-
sive, one can pegit at, say, 30 per cent now and
gradually increase it, while simultaneously
improving the standards of the Class 12 exam.
The IITs should take an active interest in im-
proving the quality of the school-leaving ex- .
am. The issue at hand is to raise the level of
technical education across the country - tonot
merely preserve excellence but to spread it.

Deccan Herald ND 30/06/2012
p-10

Improved formula

he compromise over the format of the recently
Tannounced common entrance test for admission

to engineering institutions has retained some of
the basic ideas behind the proposed change but has re-
fined them to suit the requirements of a higher eligibility
bar for the Indian Institutes of Technology. ITTs had ob-
jected to the admission system proposed by the HRD
ministry and had even threatened to go to court. It seems
the consensus evolved now has averted a confrontation.
The idea of a single examination, instead of multiple

- tests at different locations which has created difficulties

for students and parents, has been largely accepted.
The only difference is that it would now involve different
levels of testing the skills and aptitude of students.

The newly finalised admission process consists of a main
exam, which will serve as a screening test to shortlist LS
lakh students for an advanced test for IIT admissions.
Since [TTs will have control over the format of the advanced
test and will conduct them they will not have any com-
plaints about losing their autonomy in selections. Admis-
sions to the ITTs will be based on the rank achieved in the
advanced test subject to the condition that the students
have tobein the top 20 percentile group of their respective
school board exams. The combina-
tion of excellence in schoel board
exams and in the entrance test may
ensure that the students do not neg-
lect their school studies, The earlier
proposal for a specific weightage for
school board marks had led to the
apprehension of the ITTs that it may
dilute their eligibility standards. This
was because there was a possibility
that students who did not do well in
the entrance test could secure ad-
mission on the basis of higher board
exam marks. Since the quality of var-
ious board exams is uneven, this
Wwas a genuine conceri.

While the new system maybe an
improvement over the older onein
some respects, it may not greatly benefit the less privi-
leged students and address the problem of the influence
of coaching institutions in the admission stakes. Since
the advanced test s still an ITTJEE in itself, though de-
rived from a common test for all aspirants, there would
still be demand for coaching. The demand for coaching
for board exams also may rise as only the top 20 per
cent can secure IIT admissions. The solution is to im-
prove the standards of teaching in schools across the
country and school boards.
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11 T's new admission norms: More stress in store for
aspirants?
ET, June 29

<atarget="_blank" href="http://netspiderads2.indiatimes.com/ads.dll/clickthrough?slotid=37105"><img
alt="Advertisement" height="71" width="640" border="0"
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BANGALORE | NEW DELHI: Ayan Agrawal has just made it to the biotech stream at [ITDelhi this year. His rank in JEE 2012
was 3,532 and his XlIth standard CBSE percentage 77.2%. Had the new IIT admission norms announced on Wednesday
come into force last year, he would have missed making it to the top 20 percentile of students in his board by a whisker.
That would also have cost him his IIT seat, never mind his JEE rank.

Even as the stressful reality of the new admission formula for 1ITs and a few other institutes sinks in, about half-a-million
students who will fight it out for about 9,600 IIT seats next year are beginning to brace themselves for a harder grind.

"What the IIT Council has done is raise the bar further. Mr Sibal's (HRD Minister Kapil Sibal) dream of 'one nation, one
exam' has resulted in three exams," says CV Kalyan Kumar, director, FIITJEE, a coaching institute. "Besides, there is the
huge pressure of two tests - JEE Main and JEE Advanced," he adds. The IIT Council hammered out a new compromise
formula on Wednesday, ending a month-long standoff between some IITs and the government.

Earlier, anyone with the skill and stamina for the unrelenting, 8-10 hours-a-day preparations for the IIT-JEE entrance
exams that place great emphasis on practical problem-solving skills could take a shot at the lITs. The cutoff for IIT-JEE
was only 60% marks in the mostly theoretical twelfth standard board exams.

But now, only students in the top 20 percentile of school boards will make it past the new two tier JEE exams. This year,
for example, students scoring less than 78% in central boards such as the CBSE and 65-68% in state boards such as UP
would not have made the cut.

Many fear this figure will gradually inch up as competition for elusive IIT seats grows, adding to more stress on students.
This means students will have to add more hours for their school board exams.

Students will have to put in more hours for school board exam preparations even as they put in long hours for IIT-JEE.

"It's very unfair. This is worse than giving board results 50% weightage (another formula considered earlier)," says
Abhishek Barthwal, 17, an lIT aspirant for 2013. "Earlier, you had the chance to appear. Now only toppers will appear.
There will be immense pressure first to perform well in boards, then in the two exams," he says.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/JEE
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/IIT-Council
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Kapil-Sibal
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Barthwal is voicing the concern of a large number of students who are taking the exam in 2013. The new rules have
dealt a blow to students who began preparation for the exams a couple of years ago. Coaching centres placing emphasis
on rote learning of school syllabus will now mushroom.

But students from poor or rural backgrounds, who do not have access to private tuitions for their school syllabus or
cannot pay for them, will lose out. "This is one decision that will go against the poor, who don't have the opportunity to
study in elite schools," said Anand Kumar, founder of Super 30, a coaching institute that trains only the economically
underprivileged. The decision should have been implemented 2014 onwards so that students who have already begun
preparations are not affected, Kumar says. Those sitting for the exam in 2014 are equally concerned though not as
impacted as the current class-XII batch.

Padmanabha Prasanna Simha,16, scored 96.48% in his class X examinations and will sit for his joint entrance test in
2014. "1 will now have to change my study pattern and prepare for long answer formats and theories rather than
concentrate only on the IIT entrance tests," says the Bangalore-based Simha, who studies in VVS Sardar Patel Pre-
University College. "That one seat in lIT is worth pursuing all these challenges."

"The whole thing has resulted in too much pressure on students," says Ashok Pandey, principal, Ahlcon International
School, a Delhi school. "It is good for schools," says Lata Vaidyanathan, principal, Modern School, Barakhamba. "For a
long time students did not think much about board exams, but only about competitive exams. This will lead them to pay
more attention to school exams."

Under the new norms, students will have to appear for JEE Main, which is an all-India test for all colleges funded by the
Centre, including lITs, NITs and llITs. Around 1.5 lakh students who score the highest will sit for the next round, called
JEE Advanced. IITs will pluck out only those who are among the top 20 percentile in their board exams and have scored
high in JEE Advanced.

Coaching institutes that specialise in JEE are bracing for a fall in business. "The number of students preparing for IITs will
go down and we expect our business to come down by 20-25% in the first two years," said Navneet Jethwani, who

teaches chemistry at the Kota-based institute Etoos.

The new harsher reality may actually make life less cruel for the less talented. "This decision will give direction to a
majority who know they will not figure in the top 20 percentile of their board examination. This will encourage them to
look at other courses more suited to them," says Pramod Maheshwari, director, Career Point. The institute coached
30,000 students last year and admissions for this year are on.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Ashok-Pandey
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Navneet-Jethwani
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II'T-JEE FORMULAWILL MAKE BOARD
EXAMS RELEVANT

HT, Mumbai

Aspirants will have to clear two written exams and be within the top 20 percentile in their
board

MUMBAI: From 2013, IIT aspirants will have to clear two written exams as well as be within the top 20
percentile of students in their education board. The 11T council proposed to use a student’s board marks as an
eligibility criterion, rather than as a screening or ranking criterion. MUMBALI: From next year, even topping the
Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) may not be enough to secure a seat at the Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts). An
IIT aspirant will have to also be within the top 20 percentile in their Class 12 board exam.

HT FILE PHOTO The IIT council proposed to use a student’s board marks as an eligibility criterion, on Wednesday.

The JEE is the entry criterion to the 1ITs. In the latest proposed reforms, from 2013, IIT aspirants will have to
clear two written exams as well as be within the top 20 percentile of students in their education board.

At a meeting on Wednesday, the 11T council proposed to use a student’s board marks as an eligibility criterion,
rather than as a screening or ranking criterion. This means, a student’s performance in their board exam will
only come into play once a student clears the two-tier JEE. If a student is outside the top 20 percentile in their
board, they will not be admitted, regardless of their all India rank in JEE.

Until this year, a student’s eligibility to qualify to the 1ITs was a minimum score of 60% in the Class 12 board
exams. With a view to making the school exam system more relevant, that eligibility criterion has now been
upped.

The top 20 percentile will vary from board to board, and year to year, as percentile is a parameter based on a
student’s relative performance compared to others in that same board.

While the first exam will be held in the first week of April, the second exam will be held in the third week of
May. A student’s board marks are unlikely to be known before May end, depending on when that board releases
its results. However, at a meeting between school board heads on Thursday, 20 boards agreed to make the
results available before June end next year to ensure smoothness in the [T admission process.

Faculty members are happy with the proposal as it does away with an earlier proposal of giving a 40%
weightage to a student’s ‘normalised’ percentile score, and thus giving board marks a role to play in
determining the merit list.

However, alumni and faculty members claim the proposal is anti-poor and anti-rural and that the basis for
demarcating the top 20 percentile from the rest is still a debatable one.
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“While using a board percentile as a cut-off may be better than using for ranking, what is the guarantee that the
students in the top 20 percentile of a certain state board (eligible by the current proposal) are better than the
students in the top 30 percentile of CBSE or ICSE,” said a faculty member.

The IIT Delhi Alumni Association has also opposed the 20 percentile stipulation as being “prejudicial to the
interests of students from rural India.”

AGENDA FOR IIT-B SENATE MEETING ON
JULY 5

The agenda for the senate meeting on July 5 at 11T-Bombay was circulated among members on Friday night. It
includes: Allowing aspirants who took the JEE in 2012 and who are entitled to take the exam once again in
2013 to be judged on the current eligibility requirement of scoring 60% in the Class 12 board exam, and not the
new top 20 percentile

requirement The possibility of allowing, for only next year, a raised eligibility cut-off in the board exam in case
a student cannot make it to the top percentile of their board, since the change has been announced so late in the
day

The senate will discuss these points and then forward it to the Joint Admission Board

With 39% In boards, he made it to HIT

NEW DELHI: While the country is debating on the pros and cons of making school boards a part of the I1T-
JEE, here’s a story of an IIT alumnus who had scored just 39% in boards.

After completing his graduation, he went on to get a doctorate from Europe and is currently working at a senior
position in a Danish drilling company.

Rajiv Dandotiyam attributes his success to 11 T-JEE.

“Sometimes you have to turn your weakness into a blessing. The critical thinking that was developed while
training for JEE helped me become more versatile and work in different domains. If it was not for I1T-JEE, |
would have been working as a teacher in my village,” said Dandotiyam, better known as Dandu Bhai.

Recalling his school days in his village in Rajasthan, he said that the teachers would hardly teach. “After getting
our final exam results, we would sell our books and buy cricket balls with the money. That was what learning
meant to us...”

Dandotiyam got 39% in his school board exam and he stood 5th in his class of 60. Soon, he found out that his
board exam score made him ineligible for pursuing further studies. “I cleared PET, but was ineligible. | was
totally disenchanted. At this stage in my life, a bookseller told me about I1T-JEE. He even gave me three books
for reference.”



Page 7 of 7

After one failed attempt, Rajiv cleared the JEE in 2002. “I still remember the counselling session held at 11T-
Bombay. | was trying to hide my board exam results, hoping that they shouldn’t lead to my rejection.”

Maintaining that board exams are important, Dandotiyam said: “The main problem is that the standards of
schools across the country are not the same. This issue needs to be tackled.”
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lIT: 20 school boards to declare
results by June 10 every year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHIL JUNE 28

AS many as 20school boards
on Thursday agreed to en-
sure that board resulfs are
declared by June 10 every
year o facilitaie a smooth
roll-out of the new enirance
examination lormat for T,
Thiscame adayalter the T
Council announced a new
admission formula for I8
under which only students
who are in the top 20 per-

centile of their board will

make it to 1115,

At a meeting ol Council
ol Boards of School Educa-
tion in India (COBSE) held
to discuss operational issues
arising out of the II'T Counci

decision, if was also unani-
mously agreed that the
boards will complete the
revaluation/refotaling/rever-
ification work by June 30
every vear. For this, il need
be, prierity will be given by
the boards to revaluation/re-
totaling/reverification of re-
sults of those students who
are appearing for profes-
sional examinations.

The boards aiso decided
to provide secured and cate-
gorv  wise data  of

‘OBC/SC/ST and General
candidates. In order {o give

a fair chance to students who
may have taken the board
exams this vear and want a
second attempt at JEE next
vear, it was reiterated that

these studenis will be al-
lowed improvement in all
five subiects to aim at top 20
percentile category.

The boards agreed to
permit the COBSE to use
their previous vear data
available with NIC or other
agencies and make available
to studenis details on the
equivaient percentage ol
marks for top 20 percentile
studenisso thai they are able
to know the percentage ol
marks that will make them

eligible for II'T entrance.

A total of 20 out of 29
boards’ chairpersons or rep-
resentatives were present at
Thursday’s meeting and var-
ious operational issues were
discussed threadbare.
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For IIT, 20 boards
agree to declare
results by June 10

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELEL JUNE 28

AS many as 20 school boards
on Thursday agreed to en-
sure that board resulis are
dectared by June 10 every
vear to facilitaie a smooth
roH-out of the new entrance
examinafion lormat for 1115,
Thiscame adayafter the HT
Council announced a new
admission lormula for 11T
under which only studenis

who are in the top 20 per-
centile of their board will
make ifto 1115,

At a meeting of Council

ol Boards ol School Educa-
tion in India (COBSE) held
to discuss operatiomi issues
arising out of the ITT Council
decision, it was also unani-
mously agreed that the
boards will complete the
revalua-
tion/retotaling/reverilication
work by June 30 every vear.
For this, if need be, priority

will be given by the boards to
revalua-
tion/retotaling/reverification
of resuits of those students
who arc appearing [or pro-
fessional cxaminations,

The boards also decided
to provide secured and cate-
gory  wise data  of
OBC/SC/ST and General
candidates. In order to give a
[air chance to students who
may have taken the board ex-
ams this year and want a sec-
ond atiempt at JEE next
year, i was reiferated that
these students will be al-
lowed improvement in all
[ive subjects to aim at top 20
percentile category.

‘The boards agreed to per-
mit the COBSE {o list details
of percentage of marks re-
quired to make if to the top
2l percentiie category, based
on previous year’s data, so
that students would be able
to know the marks they
would require fo make them
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IIT-MADRAS T0
RUN NIGHT BUS
FOR WOMEN

AGE CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL, JUNE 29

The night bus service of
the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Madras
that it plans to run with
security guard, would be a
blessing for girl students
who work late into the
night in the labs.

Speaking to this newspa-
per, Prof. L.5. Ganesh,
dean (students), Indian
Institute of Technology,
Madras, said, “As a
research-oriented insti-
tute, we had always kept
our laboratories open even
at night as several stu-
dents, including girls,
work long hours.”

“I] have seen several girl
students working in our
labs during night as it Jets
them work at their own
pace.”

Referring to some earlier
attacks on girl students,
Prof. Ganesh said the insti-
tute administration had
- decided to operate night
service buses from 10 pm to
2.30 am with a security
guard.

“The bus will be stationed
at the administration
building and students can
call the designated inter-
com for the bus te pick

. them up from their hostel

and drop them in their lab.
We have also asked the
canteen staff to keep the
place open till 2.30 am as
students can have refresh-
ments before they go to
sleep,” he said.

Reminiscing about an
incident in which an out-
sider snatched the cell-
phone of a girl student, one
of the residents said that
the students apart, even
other women who lived on
the campus felt under a
similar threat.
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Close down
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engineering colleges: court

Government told to take action within a month

Special Correspondent

KQCHI: In a significant verdict
aimed at il'ﬁpl(ﬂih&f the stan-
dard of engineering educa-
tion in the State, 2 Division
Bench of the Kerala High
Court on Thursday directed
the State government and the
All India Council for Tech-
nical Education (AICTE) to
take steps to derecognise and
close down the colleges which
have been continuously per-
forming badly for the last
three years.

The Bench comprising Jus-
tice C.N. Ramachandran Nair
and Justice Babu Mathew D,
Joseph ordered that the steps
be taken in this regard within
a month, The court observed
that students study ving in the
closed down C{)Hege.s couid be
accommodated in the neigh-
bouring colleges. The court
directed the State govern-

ment not to grant NOCs for

starting new self-financing
engineering colleges in the
State. The Bench directed all

theumiversitiesin the Stateto
post the results of engineer-
ing examinations of the self-

Hinancing colleges affiliated to

them on their websites. The
court was of the opinion that
if the results were posted on
the websites, students counld
evaluate the performance of
the colleges of their choice.
The court ordered the
AICTE fo take steps to stop
the faculties which had been
putting up a poor perform-
ance. It also directed the
AICTIE to raise the cut-off
marks of the quahifving exam-
ination for admission to engi-
neering courses, The
government was asked to for-
mulate an action plan to im-

prove the standard of
education in engineering col-
leges,

Panel report

The Bench issued the di-
rectives after considenng the
report of an eight-member
expert commitiee appointed
by the High Court to study
the results of the engineering
examination conducted by all
the universities during the
last three years. The commit-
tee, headed by N, Vijayaku-
mar,  Assistant  Professor,
Department of Electronic
and Communication, College
of Engineering, Thituvanan-
thapuram, after inspecting
the self-financing engineer-
ing colleges, said in its report
that only four to five colleges
had the qualified faculties.
Some colleges were sharing
the faculty members among
themselves, It was found that
the faculty members who
possessed  science degrees
were teaching engineering
subjects in some colleges,
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