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IIT's new admission norms: More stress in store for 
aspirants? 

ET, June 29 
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BANGALORE | NEW DELHI: Ayan Agrawal has just made it to the biotech stream at IITDelhi this year. His rank in JEE 2012 
was 3,532 and his XIIth standard CBSE percentage 77.2%. Had the new IIT admission norms announced on Wednesday 
come into force last year, he would have missed making it to the top 20 percentile of students in his board by a whisker. 
That would also have cost him his IIT seat, never mind his JEE rank. 
 
Even as the stressful reality of the new admission formula for IITs and a few other institutes sinks in, about half‐a‐million 
students who will fight it out for about 9,600 IIT seats next year are beginning to brace themselves for a harder grind. 
 
"What the IIT Council has done is raise the bar further. Mr Sibal's (HRD Minister Kapil Sibal) dream of 'one nation, one 
exam' has resulted in three exams," says CV Kalyan Kumar, director, FIITJEE, a coaching institute. "Besides, there is the 
huge pressure of two tests ‐ JEE Main and JEE Advanced," he adds. The IIT Council hammered out a new compromise 
formula on Wednesday, ending a month‐long standoff between some IITs and the government. 
 
Earlier, anyone with the skill and stamina for the unrelenting, 8‐10 hours‐a‐day preparations for the IIT‐JEE entrance 
exams that place great emphasis on practical problem‐solving skills could take a shot at the IITs. The cutoff for IIT‐JEE 
was only 60% marks in the mostly theoretical twelfth standard board exams. 
 
But now, only students in the top 20 percentile of school boards will make it past the new two tier JEE exams. This year, 
for example, students scoring less than 78% in central boards such as the CBSE and 65‐68% in state boards such as UP 
would not have made the cut. 
 
Many fear this figure will gradually inch up as competition for elusive IIT seats grows, adding to more stress on students. 
This means students will have to add more hours for their school board exams. 
 
 
 
Students will have to put in more hours for school board exam preparations even as they put in long hours for IIT‐JEE. 
 
"It's very unfair. This is worse than giving board results 50% weightage (another formula considered earlier)," says 
Abhishek Barthwal, 17, an IIT aspirant for 2013. "Earlier, you had the chance to appear. Now only toppers will appear. 
There will be immense pressure first to perform well in boards, then in the two exams," he says. 
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Barthwal is voicing the concern of a large number of students who are taking the exam in 2013. The new rules have 
dealt a blow to students who began preparation for the exams a couple of years ago. Coaching centres placing emphasis 
on rote learning of school syllabus will now mushroom. 
 
But students from poor or rural backgrounds, who do not have access to private tuitions for their school syllabus or 
cannot pay for them, will lose out. "This is one decision that will go against the poor, who don't have the opportunity to 
study in elite schools," said Anand Kumar, founder of Super 30, a coaching institute that trains only the economically 
underprivileged. The decision should have been implemented 2014 onwards so that students who have already begun 
preparations are not affected, Kumar says. Those sitting for the exam in 2014 are equally concerned though not as 
impacted as the current class‐XII batch. 
 
Padmanabha Prasanna Simha,16, scored 96.48% in his class X examinations and will sit for his joint entrance test in 
2014. "I will now have to change my study pattern and prepare for long answer formats and theories rather than 
concentrate only on the IIT entrance tests," says the Bangalore‐based Simha, who studies in VVS Sardar Patel Pre‐
University College. "That one seat in IIT is worth pursuing all these challenges." 
 
"The whole thing has resulted in too much pressure on students," says Ashok Pandey, principal, Ahlcon International 
School, a Delhi school. "It is good for schools," says Lata Vaidyanathan, principal, Modern School, Barakhamba. "For a 
long time students did not think much about board exams, but only about competitive exams. This will lead them to pay 
more attention to school exams."  

 
 
Under the new norms, students will have to appear for JEE Main, which is an all‐India test for all colleges funded by the 
Centre, including IITs, NITs and IIITs. Around 1.5 lakh students who score the highest will sit for the next round, called 
JEE Advanced. IITs will pluck out only those who are among the top 20 percentile in their board exams and have scored 
high in JEE Advanced. 
 
Coaching institutes that specialise in JEE are bracing for a fall in business. "The number of students preparing for IITs will 
go down and we expect our business to come down by 20‐25% in the first two years," said Navneet Jethwani, who 
teaches chemistry at the Kota‐based institute Etoos. 
 
The new harsher reality may actually make life less cruel for the less talented. "This decision will give direction to a 
majority who know they will not figure in the top 20 percentile of their board examination. This will encourage them to 
look at other courses more suited to them," says Pramod Maheshwari, director, Career Point. The institute coached 
30,000 students last year and admissions for this year are on.  
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IIT-JEE FORMULA WILL MAKE BOARD 
EXAMS RELEVANT  
HT, Mumbai 

Aspirants will have to clear two written exams and be within the top 20 percentile in their 
board 

MUMBAI: From 2013, IIT aspirants will have to clear two written exams as well as be within the top 20 
percentile of students in their education board. The IIT council proposed to use a student’s board marks as an 
eligibility criterion, rather than as a screening or ranking criterion. MUMBAI: From next year, even topping the 
Joint Entrance Exam (JEE) may not be enough to secure a seat at the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs). An 
IIT aspirant will have to also be within the top 20 percentile in their Class 12 board exam.  

HT FILE PHOTO The IIT council proposed to use a student’s board marks as an eligibility criterion, on Wednesday.  

The JEE is the entry criterion to the IITs. In the latest proposed reforms, from 2013, IIT aspirants will have to 
clear two written exams as well as be within the top 20 percentile of students in their education board.  

At a meeting on Wednesday, the IIT council proposed to use a student’s board marks as an eligibility criterion, 
rather than as a screening or ranking criterion. This means, a student’s performance in their board exam will 
only come into play once a student clears the two-tier JEE. If a student is outside the top 20 percentile in their 
board, they will not be admitted, regardless of their all India rank in JEE.  

Until this year, a student’s eligibility to qualify to the IITs was a minimum score of 60% in the Class 12 board 
exams. With a view to making the school exam system more relevant, that eligibility criterion has now been 
upped.  

The top 20 percentile will vary from board to board, and year to year, as percentile is a parameter based on a 
student’s relative performance compared to others in that same board.  

While the first exam will be held in the first week of April, the second exam will be held in the third week of 
May. A student’s board marks are unlikely to be known before May end, depending on when that board releases 
its results. However, at a meeting between school board heads on Thursday, 20 boards agreed to make the 
results available before June end next year to ensure smoothness in the IIT admission process.  

Faculty members are happy with the proposal as it does away with an earlier proposal of giving a 40% 
weightage to a student’s ‘normalised’ percentile score, and thus giving board marks a role to play in 
determining the merit list.  

However, alumni and faculty members claim the proposal is anti-poor and anti-rural and that the basis for 
demarcating the top 20 percentile from the rest is still a debatable one.  
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“While using a board percentile as a cut-off may be better than using for ranking, what is the guarantee that the 
students in the top 20 percentile of a certain state board (eligible by the current proposal) are better than the 
students in the top 30 percentile of CBSE or ICSE,” said a faculty member.  

The IIT Delhi Alumni Association has also opposed the 20 percentile stipulation as being “prejudicial to the 
interests of students from rural India.”  

AGENDA FOR IIT-B SENATE MEETING ON 
JULY 5  
The agenda for the senate meeting on July 5 at IIT-Bombay was circulated among members on Friday night. It 
includes: Allowing aspirants who took the JEE in 2012 and who are entitled to take the exam once again in 
2013 to be judged on the current eligibility requirement of scoring 60% in the Class 12 board exam, and not the 
new top 20 percentile  

requirement The possibility of allowing, for only next year, a raised eligibility cut-off in the board exam in case 
a student cannot make it to the top percentile of their board, since the change has been announced so late in the 
day  

The senate will discuss these points and then forward it to the Joint Admission Board  

With 39% in boards, he made it to IIT  
NEW DELHI: While the country is debating on the pros and cons of making school boards a part of the IIT-
JEE, here’s a story of an IIT alumnus who had scored just 39% in boards.  

After completing his graduation, he went on to get a doctorate from Europe and is currently working at a senior 
position in a Danish drilling company.  

Rajiv Dandotiyam attributes his success to IIT-JEE.  

“Sometimes you have to turn your weakness into a blessing. The critical thinking that was developed while 
training for JEE helped me become more versatile and work in different domains. If it was not for IIT-JEE, I 
would have been working as a teacher in my village,” said Dandotiyam, better known as Dandu Bhai.  

Recalling his school days in his village in Rajasthan, he said that the teachers would hardly teach. “After getting 
our final exam results, we would sell our books and buy cricket balls with the money. That was what learning 
meant to us...”  

Dandotiyam got 39% in his school board exam and he stood 5th in his class of 60. Soon, he found out that his 
board exam score made him ineligible for pursuing further studies. “I cleared PET, but was ineligible. I was 
totally disenchanted. At this stage in my life, a bookseller told me about IIT-JEE. He even gave me three books 
for reference.”  
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After one failed attempt, Rajiv cleared the JEE in 2002. “I still remember the counselling session held at IIT-
Bombay. I was trying to hide my board exam results, hoping that they shouldn’t lead to my rejection.”  

Maintaining that board exams are important, Dandotiyam said: “The main problem is that the standards of 
schools across the country are not the same. This issue needs to be tackled.”  
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